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stroyed, and the temple, the pride of the Jew-
f ich nation, was destroyed, and the Jews scat-

L tered all over the earth.

. he Christians were by the
| a<a party of Jews, and shared t

|

Romauns, regarded |
heir pertecutions.
Eneyclopedia of

rquin, B 1'hese persecutions are, by the
pted b Religious Knowledge. as follows: 18t, under
] Nero, A.D. 64; ond, under Domitian, 95 96 5

ard, under Trajan, 97-116 3 4th, under Anto nius
P’ius, 136-156 ; 5th, under Severuas, 199-211 ; 6th,
L under Maximinus, 2355 7th, under Decius, 249
{ 951 8th, under Valerian, 2567 260, 9th, under
- Aurelian, 273-275; 10th, ander Diocletian, 302

But Pagan presents a mild record compared

with Papal Rome.

We now come down to A.D. 39, when the
F loman Empire was divided into two parts,
called Eastern Rome and Western Rome, cor-
responding to the two legs of iron of the metal-
Jic image. Theodosiug diyided the empire be-
{ween his two sons, Areadius and Honorius.
.’I_‘he apostle Paul predicted of another corrup

ting power which should arise out of the Ro-
man kingdom, * who should oppose and ex-
al_t h_l r‘niﬂplf above all that is called God, so that
][':Z&ir‘:!lt{::}nd'g:nin%][i;l :{::;ﬁz ﬂi’:h(::)d, szi}w;“g that
iealling him thfﬂ*.l""t L"E‘jg 9;?03 eﬁi*{}&smm
s s g;‘f ] 1‘1.].'&-1;:3 Tme, .tlIG‘ man of
ol {,u-_n. 1rlmn, | ;\nliﬂhl‘lﬁ!:, which
tlpremﬁffy 2 Dl*:};‘* 0 Romoi, who gained the |
- G aﬂ’;tni:;:t.} Justinian wrote, '* We
\ o that belongs to the state of|

it 18 .
;di' a12. In these ten persecutions it is supposed
jreat® that three millions perighed 1n three centuries.

| subject of my next.

'human family to one dead level of equalit y, or to |
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all the church-|
an- |

!

art head of
Bishop of Rome

nued to ralo for

your holiness, W ho
eg.”! 'This edict gave the
disputed authority, who conti
over twelve centurlies; and his moutlr, a8 Dan.
v Spoke greet things,”’ claiming 10 be the
nt of Christ ou earth, and claiming 10
wielded the sword of civil pow:
and so terrible was he

{0 e

SHYS, u
vicegere
be infallible; he
or to enforce his claims,
that no king could reign wi
he cruelly put to death all wh
in seven days in France he destroyed 75,000 per
sons; in the words of John,the revelator, ** And
it was given auto him to make wal with the
<aints, and to overcome them ; and power Was
given him over all kindreds and tongues and
nations.”” Daniel says also of him, “ He shall
think to change times and laws.” Let usent
merate a few things he has thought to change.
He has thought to change the Bible mode of
baptism for sprinkling, one of his own, He has
thought to change the Sabbath from the seven! h
to the first day of the week. He has thought to
atrike out the second commandment, and make
two out of the tenth.

Daniel says of the toe kingdoms, “ They shall
be partly strong and partly broken.”” These
ten kingdoms are according to some authors,
Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Naples,
S.rdinia, Greece, Hungary, Lombardy, Bava:
rin; and Daniel says, « In the days of these
kingsshall the God of heaven set up a kingdom
Rome has been governed by seven kings for)
iwo hundred and twenty Yyeals, the next four
hundred and forty-eight years by consuls, trib-
anes, decemvirs, dictators; then by sixty em-
perors for five hundred and eighteen Yyears;
and Jastly by one hundred and sixty-nine popes,
with the present one,one hundred and seventy.
How much longer Rome will rule we cannot
say; but from the signs of the times and God’s
prophetic word, her end must be near. We
think the time ‘will soon come round when the
stone will smite the image.on the toes, and the
stone fill the whole earth. This shall be the

o opposed him;

it

O

t

Lnyart, Adio.
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Nihilism,Communism, Socialism,Fenianism.

oor shall never cease out of the
land.” Deut. 16: 11. * Fear God. "Honor the
king. BServants, be subject to your masters with
all fear.” 1 Peter 2: 17,

In these words we recognize conditions of soci-
ety that have existed in every age, the rich and
the poor; those who are served, and those who
cerve: the rulers and the ruled. These varied
states of life arise in the'order of nature, and are
recognized as ineyitable by the word of God.
But in confliet with such order, and the divine
procedure out of which it springs, there are prin-
ciples now rapidly pervading society, and threat-
ening the world with disastrous consequences.

Several powerful and dangerous communities
have recently struggled into existence, with de-
clared hostility to the existing structure of soci |
ety, and the principles on which that structure
s established. We have had.{he commune in
France: the socialistic democracy in Germany ;
the formidable sect of the Nihilists in Russia.
There may be shades of difference between these
revolutionary systems, but it is not worth our
while to distinguish them. They are all in sub-
stantinl agréement. Theiraim isone. By what-
over means they hope to reach the paradise.of
revolution, they all desire to shatter the existing
frame work of soeciety, to abolish distinctions of
rank and condition, and to reduce the whole

“ For the .p

show how such an end can and ought to be ac-
complirhed. In addition thereto, a feeling of

AT VN GAT
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L rep

A chiefl apos
tthe gospel of Nih
res and hesitation.
stroyed, and
- must be stampel
: first lie is God |
thout his consent; you have triid
and j,*nurullildi:-ah
(en all the remaining
and which are
erty, marriage,
asunder like threads.
be your own law.
struction
exists.
everything—the grood
atom of this old world re
er

ravings of madmen,

ed aga
accommodate the apostles of

structive doctrines are
botli on the platform and through
the continent of I
| the rapid spread of such doctrines_has
geriou
ernme nts and nations of the day.
the peril to
at the close of her last great war. We know
strenuously Germany has

powerful and persistent ban
how the Nihilists o

of tha Czar.
have adopted murder as a perfectly proper in-
strument of reform.
anhappy Ireland in connection with Fenianism
and the Land League, how a certain gection of

« <] |

. 15,
4w
revolutionary Rects

hy these
are commonly

d the obligations of marriage

{jated.
4 deelared that

ti:lhﬁ -

tle of Nihilism ha
ilism admits of no hall m

The old workld must be de-
d . by A S8 H10. The lie¢
give way to truth. The
Right. When

I'Gplu{'[‘
1 out,and
the second lie 18
your minds from the fear of (xod
respects for the fiction of Right,
chains which bind you,
called science, civilization, prop-
moralily, and justice, will snap
Let your own happ’ ness
work must be the de-
erything as it now

Our firat

andannpihilation ofev
You nust accustom yourself to destroy
with the bad; for if but an
mains the new will nev-

be created.”’
It might be supposed that these are but the
and that no defence is need-
that of a lanatic asylum 1o
such a creed. But
that such iniquitous and de-
proclaimed to multitudes
the press, o
urope and America ; and that
occasioned
g alarm to some of the most powerful gov-
We have seeu
which communism exposed France
\ | how
had to combat her
ds of Socialists ; and
f Russia has gained an intam-
us notoriety by its repeated attempts on the life
These revolutionary associations

inst them but

should be known

And we have seen in this

he population has come to regard assasination as

a legitimate means of reaching political and
social ends.
olutionary principles (g0 boldly »avowed ou the
Continent:-lie at the root of man y of our own ills,
a
land with still greater dangex to society, unless
encountered and corrected by the forces of faith-
ful instruction, and a Government true to'its of-
fice in the protection of society against the foes
of public order.

And we cannot doubt that the rev-

ud are too likely to develop themselves in lLre-

Now, it is easy to excite diseontent ﬁgaina*t the

comfortable and opulent orders of society. There
| always have been, since population Lincreﬁ.‘.ﬂe‘d*nn

the earth, multitudes of the human family who
have hard struggles for life—hard struggles to ob-
tain the barest necessities of life,
multit.udes toil and struggle, and s¢e others lving
apparently at ease, in possession of. the outward
comforts, and it may be the Juxuries of life—it is

-,y

And as these

not hard to rouse the multitude to env

hostility, to those who are apmritltﬂﬁdézZZZ
better off than themselves. But it is very wicked
so to do—to pervert the judgment of thege .l%ﬂﬁ'Iy
ones ; to fill their hearts with bitter thoughts of
their more fortunate fellows, and add to the trials
_of their ﬂutwm:d state the agonies of envy an;:l
distrust, and hatred to the more .pmsp::-mus

| classes of society.—Rev. Hugh Huanna, Beljast,

ol

Treland. "
~ —r— o B e e

) Ik losses of the Jews by the recent riots in
lffhzabethgm'od, Russia, are esthinated at nearly
$2,000.000. The Jews in another Russian town
were attacked by a mob while at the railway
gtation prepariug to leave the city ; but the mil-
itary came to their rescue. Southern Russia i
in a statc bordering on anarchy ; m-,,m@; ,::
well as Jews, __ma,-lz‘ﬂmbu-ifdi._ s as well as
railroad trains are destroyed, and luborers are

b ql-'hi}r;"h{!f)' ¢ \ . .
: 5 to be done without submitting it|gtrong hostility to the Christian Faith is gen-|starving
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<aith the Lord,Every knee <hall

“Ax ] hve,
shall contess to

how to me, and every tongue

God.” Rom. 14: 11.
As we read this text ihe thought comes 10

our mind that thisisone of the principal texts
used by Universalists to prove that all man-
kiwd will be saved. A nd as we do not be-
lioeve the Bible teaches that theory we musl
look to see how this text harmonizes with the
vospel and the plan of salvation. Let-us look
at a few texts and thoughts on the design
and purpose of the gospel; and this is pre-em
inently the means by which mankind may
be saved; and, looking at the gospel we do
not see how any one can take the position of
universal salvation, for the gospel commision
io the apostles was 1o preach the cospel to
every creature, and he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.but he that believeth
not shall be condemned. The gospel means
the good news of salvation, through Jesus
(‘hrist, as our Savior and Redeemer.
preached the gospel 1n one declaration, when
he said, “God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3: 16. Were there
no contrast drawn this language would of it-
self, imply conditions, and that the gospel is
. conditional means of salvation, for it says,
whosoever.” But in next verse but one, Je-
sus continues, “He that believeth on him is
not condemned ; but he that believeth not is

condemned, because he hath not believed in

the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

But to state it more plainly that.the gospel
i< conditional, in the last verse of this chap-
tor it is said that “He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life; and he that
helieveth not shall not see life, but the wrath
of God abideth on him.” Now, that the gos-
pel is conditional, and the different results so
clearly stated, it seems to us that no one can
say that the gospel 1s not conditional, as they
mnust do, to believe in universal salvation.
The exhortation of Seripture is to lay hold
on eternal life, 1 Tim 6: 12; to seek for im-
mortality, Rom. 2:7; to work out our salva-
tion, through the means provided, Phil. 2: 12.
The Savior exhorts to “Strive to inter in at
{he strait gate, for many will seek to enter
i1 and shall not be able.” Luke 13: 26. Now,
in the face of all these plain declarations how

can it be said that salvation and the benefits

1
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the Father before the world was made, 1
spite of all the mystery such a belief involvex.
than to believe he conld use a hidden, dark.
mvsterious, and parabolic stvle of speech at
<uch a time and under such ecircumstances.

Again, we hear Jesus, after his ascension
to heaven, testifying ot himself, “I am Alpha
and Omega;the beginning and the end, the
frst and the last. Rev.1:11;22: 13. 1f we
read Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 48: 12, we may learn
something of the significance of this express-
ion ; and it seems entirely out of reason 1n
one whose existence only extended back to
the time of the Virgin Mary. = Again he tes-
tifies, “These things saith the Amen,the faith-
ful and true witness, the beginning of the
Faation” of God? Rev.S: 14  BoW I can
think of but two ways in which Jesus can he
the beginning of the creation of God, as here
he testifies under the most solemn assurancess,
viz., that he was himself the first intelligent
being created by God,or that he himself, un-
der God, was instrumental In the creation of
mankind, at least, if not of all created beings.
In either case he antedates the creation of
our race. If this is not the meaning 1 am at
a loss to know what is; while if Jesus in-
tended his followers to believe that he en-
joyed a glorious divine existence with God
hefore the creation of man, I do not see how
he could have used better language to convey
that idea than he did, not only in passages
quoted here, but in others also.

As1 was about to leave this part of the
subject and turn to the testimony of the apos-
tles, my eye casually rested upon another
saying of Jesus, which I will quote. It was
when his disciples were murmuring at some
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f darkness an '
All listened attentively

g over the signs that the

Qavior had given as Jandmarks, showing us
«where we were 1l the world’s history, and
general feeling seemed tO pervade the hearts
of all present, that it is high time to awake
out of sleep. May 8th 1 preached 1n the

township of Orangeville, In the Eagle school-

house, and qlthough there was not very many
present who were in harmony with us, a good

‘nterest prevailed. I visited quite a number
of the friends, and enjoyed it very much ; and
[ think my lot has never been cast with a
more friendly people. May the Lord bless
them and lead them into all truth, is my pray
er. May 9th I was called upon to preach a
funeral sermon for one who had lived out her
three score years and ten, Mrs. Charlotte
Halbot, aged 70 years. The decased seemed

resigned and willing to die. I selected the
foundation for the remarks from Psalms 103

1% ‘

From this time till Sabbath, May 14, 1 vis-
ited the brethren and friends of Hope, Bari-y
Co., which time was spent in conversing upon
the Christian’s hope, experimental religion,
&c., after which time we met at T. W. New-
ton’s for Sabbath meeting. I spoke upon the
subject of baptism, after which four were im-
mersed. The Lord was truiy with us, and
many testified to the goodness of God. The
'brethren in this part of the country are feel-
ing the importance of living near the bleed-
ing side of the Lord. There is not a jar
among them, and truly union is strength;

and my constant prayer is, Lord, let unior:

prevail. May the God of peace enable us to
be more united than ever before, is my pray-
er. From your brother in Christ. ;

Hartford, Mich,
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